Herpesvirus-induced diseases: oral manifestations and current treatment options.
The dentist is often the first health professional to be contracted by patients who develop acute orofacial symptoms of viral conditions such as shingles (varicella zoster) or herpetic gingivostomatitis. The diagnosis, treatment, and management of virally induced oral diseases is a challenge inasmuch as their presentation is atypical and may be complicated by immunosuppression. However, an increasing body of knowledge regarding the manifestations of viral infections in immunocompromised patients and the advances achieved in antiviral drug therapy during the past several years should make the task less daunting for the dentist. In this paper, the natural history, typical and atypical oral manifestations, diagnosis, current treatment options, and advances in the prevention of common herpesvirus-induced diseases are reviewed, with particular attention to primary and recurrent varicella zoster virus and herpes simplex type 1 infections.